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Per centLabour Force Survey estimates for
spring 2004 show that the rate of
worklessness for working-age
households was 16.1 per cent. This
was down 0.2 percentage points from
a year earlier and down 1.3
percentage points from five years
earlier.

The number of workless working-age households was 3.01 million, down
28,000 from a year earlier and down 150,000 from five years earlier.

Working-age households by type of household

Working
households

Households
containing

both working
and workless

members Workless households
All

households

Lone
parents

with
dependent

children

Other
household

types

All
workless

households

Thousands

Spring 1999 10,149 4,892 791 2,366 3,157 18,198

Spring 2003 10,681 4,947 752 2,283 3,035 18,662

Spring 2004 10,736 4,945 751 2,256 3,007 18,688

Per cent

Spring 1999 55.8 26.9 4.3 13.0 17.3 100.0

Spring 2003 57.2 26.5 4.0 12.2 16.3 100.0

Spring 2004 57.4 26.5 4.0 12.1 16.1 100.0

A working-age household is a household that includes at least one person of working-age, that is, a man aged 16
to 64 or a woman aged 16 to 59.
A working household is a working-age household where all members aged 16 or over are in employment.
A workless household is a working-age household where no one aged 16 or over is in employment.
Figures have been adjusted to include estimates for households with unknown economic activity (see Background
Note).
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Proportion of working-age 
people living in workless 
households 
(spring quarters)
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People of working age [Table 2(i)]

The proportion of working-age people living in workless households was 11.7 per

cent in spring 2004, down 0.1 percentage points from the previous year and down

0.9 percentage points from five years earlier.

The number of working-age people living in workless households was 4.25 million,

down 14,000 from the previous year and down 218,000 from five years earlier.

People of working-age by type of household

Working
households

Households
containing

both
working and

workless
members Workless households

All
households

Lone parents
with

dependent
children

Other
household

types
All workless
households

Thousands

Spring 1999 19,177 11,728 913 3,556 4,469 35,374

Spring 2003 19,907 11,955 887 3,378 4,265 36,127

Spring 2004 20,016 12,011 915 3,336 4,251 36,278

Per cent

Spring 1999 54.2 33.2 2.6 10.1 12.6 100.0

Spring 2003 55.1 33.1 2.5 9.3 11.8 100.0

Spring 2004 55.2 33.1 2.5 9.2 11.7 100.0

Note: The number of workless working-age people living in lone parent households with dependent children
differs from the number of workless lone parent households with dependent children (see previous table) as the
latter may include working-age dependent children or other family units.
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Proportion of children living in 
workless households
(spring quarters)

14

15

16

17

18

19

Spring
1999

Spring
2000

Spring
2001

Spring
2002

Spring
2003

Spring
2004

Per cent

Children in working age households [Table 3(i)]

The proportion of children living in workless households was 16.1 per cent in

spring 2004, down 0.1 percentage points from the previous year and down 1.9

percentage points from five years earlier.

The number of children living in workless households was 1.86 million, down

31,000 from the previous year and down 296,000 from five years earlier.

Of the 1.86 million children in workless households, 1.29 million (69.3 per cent)

were in lone parent households.

Children in working-age households by type of household

Working
households

Households
containing

both
working and

workless
members Workless households

All
households

Lone parent
households

Other
household

types

All workless
households

Thousands

Spring 1999 6,339 3,486 1,423 733 2,156 11,981

Spring 2003 6,188 3,599 1,333 560 1,892 11,680

Spring 2004 6,191 3,538 1,290 571 1,861 11,590

Per cent

Spring 1999 52.9 29.1 11.9 6.1 18.0 100.0

Spring 2003 53.0 30.8 11.4 4.8 16.2 100.0

Spring 2004 53.4 30.5 11.1 4.9 16.1 100.0
Children refers to all children under 16.



News Release: Work and worklessness among households, July 2004      page 4

�����

Working-age people living in 
workless households by ethnic 
group (spring 2004)
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Rate of worklessness for 
working-age households by 
type of household 
(spring quarters)
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Workless households by household type [Table 1(ii)]

In spring 2004 the rate of worklessness for one person households was 27.2 per

cent, compared with 14.3 per cent for all households with dependent children and

12.8 per cent for other types of household.

The rate of worklessness for lone parent households with dependent children was

42.1 per cent, down 1.2 percentage points from the previous year and down 6.0

percentage points from five years earlier. The rate of worklessness for couple

households with dependent children was 5.2 per cent, up 0.1 percentage points

from the previous year and down 0.9 percentage points from five years earlier.

The number of workless lone parent households with dependent children was 751,000,

down 1,000 from the previous year and down 40,000 from five years earlier.

Ethnic group [Tables 1(iv) and 2(iv)]

In spring 2004, the proportion of working-age people living in workless households

was highest for the Black African ethnic group, at 28.3 per cent, and lowest for the

Indian ethnic group, at 9.5 per cent.

The rate of worklessness for households by ethnicity of the household reference

person was highest for the Black African ethnic group, at 33.6 per cent. The rate

was lowest for the Indian ethnic group, at 12.6 per cent.

Lone parent

One person

    All with dependent
children

Couples with children
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REVISIONS

New LFS microdata

This release includes revisions due to the introduction of Labour Force Survey

(LFS) microdata that have been reweighted to the post-Census population

estimates published by ONS in February and March 2003. LFS microdata

consistent with population estimates published more recently are not yet

available. Further guidance is given on the National Statistics website:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/STATBASE/Product.asp?vlnk=9874

Reweighted LFS household datasets, consistent with the post-Census

population estimates, are currently available for periods back to spring 1997.

Comparable data for periods back to spring 1992 will be published on the

National Statistics website when the reweighted datasets for these periods are

released, in Autumn 2004:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=12859&More=Y

The 2001 Census has resulted in population estimates for working-age men,

and hence for the working-age population as a whole, to be revised

downwards. The revised LFS estimates of numbers of working-age

households, and working-age people and children living in them, are therefore

lower than previous estimates.

The downward revisions to population estimates for working-age men have

resulted in relatively large downward revisions to numbers of households with

all adults in employment, because working-age men are more likely to be in

employment than not. While revisions to numbers of workless working-age

households are relatively small and downwards, revisions to the proportions

these represent of all working-age households are larger, and upwards. This is

because the downwards revisions for all households were, in percentage

terms, much greater than those for workless households (see charts, and table

below).

Comparison between reweighted and previous estimates, spring 2003

Spring 2003
Reweighted

estimate
Previous
estimate Difference

All working-age households (thousands) 18,662 19,159 -2.6 %
Workless households (thousands) 3,035 3,043 -0.3 %
Workless household rate (per cent) 16.3 15.9 0.4 % points

3,000
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Spring 1999 Spring 2001 Spring 2003

Reweighted estimate
Previous estimate
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Per cent

Workless households

Worklessness rate

All working-age
households
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http://www.statistics.gov.uk/STATBASE/Product.asp?vlnk=9874
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=12859&More=Y
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While numbers of all working-age households have been revised downwards, numbers

of lone parent households with dependent children have been revised upwards. This is

because (a) the LFS weighting factors for women are larger than before (because

population estimates for working-age men are lower); and (b) most lone parents are

women.

Numbers of workless lone parent households have also been revised upwards, and

the upward revisions to worklessness rates for lone parent households are greater

than they are for other types of household. This is because the number of lone parent

households was previously underestimated and a relatively high proportion of such

households are workless.

Revisions to ethnicity tables

Revisions have been made to some of the tables in the �Work and worklessness

among households� news releases published in July 2003 and January 2004. The

tables affected are table 7 of the July 2003 release and tables 5(i) and 5(ii) of the

January 2004 release. The �white� and �all ethnic groups� categories omitted figures for

some people resident in Northern Ireland. ONS apologises for any inconvenience

caused. Revised data for the periods affected will be published on the National

Statistics website on 28 July 2004:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=12859&More=Y

BACKGROUND NOTES

1. The figures in this release are derived from the Labour Force Survey (LFS) household
datasets. These have been designed specifically for household and family analyses
and are available for spring and autumn quarters only.

2. Since the data in this release are based on statistical samples, estimates are subject
to sampling variability. If many samples were drawn, each would give a different
result.

3. The ranges shown for LFS data in the table overleaf represent �95 per cent
confidence intervals�. It is expected that in 95 per cent of samples the range would
contain the true value. The ranges are approximated from data that are not seasonally
adjusted and have not been adjusted for unknown economic activity (see note 4). For
more information, see the Guide to Labour Market Statistics Releases, available from
the Labour Market Helpline 020-7533 6094.

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=12859&More=Y
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4. Figures in tables 1(i), 1(ii), 2(i), 2(ii), 3(i) and 3(ii) include estimates for households
with unknown economic activity. This adjustment procedure was detailed in a
technical note in the January 2000 issue of Labour Market Trends. Figures in tables
1(iii), 1(iv), 2(iii), 2(iv), 3(iii) and 3(iv) have been left unadjusted as they refer to
subgroups of the population and research suggests that economic activity rates vary
across different subgroups meaning that the general adjustment procedure outlined in
Labour Market Trends is not a suitable method for the adjustment of subgroups of the
population.

5. None of the figures in this release can be seasonally adjusted because the LFS
Household datasets are only produced for the spring and autumn quarters. In order to
carry out seasonal adjustment data would have to be available for each quarter.
Spring data are published in July and autumn data are published in January. It is
recommended that comparisons over time should not be made between spring and
autumn quarters.

Sampling variability (levels and rates for spring 2004 and changes
from spring 2003)

Level Rate1 Level Rate1 Level Rate1 Level Rate1

Thousands Per cent Thousands Per cent Thousands Per cent Thousands Per cent

Working-age households

Working households 10,736 57.4 ±84 ±0.5 55 0.2 ±113 ±0.6

Households containing both 
working and workless members 4,945 26.5 ±78 ±0.4 -1 0.0 ±105 ±0.6

Workless households 3,007 16.1 ±65 ±0.3 -28 -0.2 ±88 ±0.5

Workless lone parent 
households with dependent 
children 751 4.0 ±32 ±0.2 -1 0.0 ±44 ±0.2

Working-age people

Working households 20,016 55.2 ±196 ±0.5 109 0.1 ±267 ±0.7

Households containing both 
working and workless members 12,011 33.1 ±188 ±0.5 56 0.0 ±258 ±0.7

Workless households 4,251 11.7 ±108 ±0.3 -14 -0.1 ±148 ±0.4

Children in workless 
households 1,861 16.1 ±73 ±0.6 -31 -0.1 ±99 ±0.9

1  Proportions of all working-age households/working-age people/children in working-age households.
Figures have been adjusted to include estimates for households with unknown economic activity.

Spring 2004 Sampling variability
Changes over the 

previous year
Sampling variability of 

these changes
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6. Details of the policy governing the release of new data are available from the press

office. Also available is a list of the names of those given pre-publication access to the
contents of this release.

77..  National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in the
National Statistics Code of Practice.  They undergo regular quality assurance reviews
to ensure that they meet customer needs.  They are produced free from any political
interference.   Crown Copyright 2003.

CONCEPTS AND DEFINTIONS

A household is defined as a single person, or a group of people living at the same
address who have the address as their only or main residence and either share one
main meal a day or share living accommodation (or both).

A working-age household is a household that includes at least one person of working
age, that is a woman aged 16 to 59 or a man aged 16 to 64.

A workless household is a household that includes at least one person of working-
age where no-one aged 16 or over is in employment.

Children refers to all children under 16.

Dependent children are children aged under 16 and those aged 16 to 18 who are
never-married and in full-time education.

The other household types column in tables 1(ii) and 2(ii) refers to households which
contain more than one person and have no dependent children.

The household reference person is the householder, i.e. the person who:

a) owns the household accommodation, or

b) is legally responsible for the rent of the accommodation, or

c) has the household accommodation as an emolument or perquisite, or

dd))  hhaass  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonn  bbyy  vviirrttuuee  ooff  ssoommee  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ttoo  tthhee

oowwnneerr  wwhhoo  iiss  nnoott  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd..

IIff  tthheerree  aarree  jjooiinntt  hhoouusseehhoollddeerrss  tthhee  hhoouusseehhoolldd  rreeffeerreennccee  ppeerrssoonn  wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  oonnee  wwiitthh  tthhee

hhiigghheerr  iinnccoommee..  IIff  tthhee  iinnccoommee  iiss  tthhee  ssaammee,,  tthheenn  tthhee  eellddeesstt  hhoouusseehhoollddeerr  iiss  ttaakkeenn..



1(iii) Working-age households by region and combined economic activity

                   status of household 1: spring 2004

Government Office Region
Working 

households

Households 
containing both 

working and 
workless members

Workless 
households Total 2

Per cent 3

England 58.7 25.7 15.6 100.0
North East 53.5 23.1 23.4 100.0
North West 56.6 25.2 18.2 100.0
Yorkshire and the Humber 59.6 23.7 16.7 100.0
East Midlands 60.2 25.3 14.4 100.0
West Midlands 55.9 28.3 15.8 100.0
East of England 62.3 26.0 11.6 100.0
London 53.5 27.1 19.4 100.0

Inner London 50.1 25.1 24.8 100.0
Outer London 55.8 28.4 15.7 100.0

South East 62.5 26.0 11.4 100.0
South West 62.7 24.5 12.9 100.0

Wales 54.6 26.2 19.3 100.0
Scotland 58.1 22.9 19.1 100.0
Northern Ireland 46.2 31.4 22.4 100.0
Great Britain 58.4 25.5 16.1 100.0
United Kingdom 58.1 25.6 16.3 100.0

Thousands

England 8,594 3,762 2,283 14,639
North East 413 179 181 772
North West 1,169 520 376 2,065
Yorkshire and the Humber 903 360 253 1,516
East Midlands 762 321 183 1,265
West Midlands 844 427 238 1,508
East of England 1,005 420 187 1,612
London 1,141 578 414 2,133

Inner London 438 220 217 874
Outer London 703 358 198 1,259

South East 1,457 606 266 2,330
South West 901 351 185 1,437

Wales 474 227 168 869
Scotland 940 370 308 1,618
Northern Ireland 237 161 115 513
Great Britain 10,008 4,359 2,759 17,126
United Kingdom 10,245 4,520 2,874 17,638

Households with unknown 1,050
economic activity status (UK)

All working-age households (UK) 18,688

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey
1  United Kingdom totals in this table do not match the United Kingdom totals in tables 1(i) and 1(ii) as this
table is not adjusted for households with unknown economic activity status (see Background Note).
2  Total excludes households with unknown economic activity status.
3  Percentages are based on households with known economic activity status.

Combined economic activity status of household



1(iv) Working-age households by ethnic origin of household reference person and
                combined economic activity status of household1,2: spring 2004

Working 
households

Households 
containing both 

working and 
workless 
members

Workless 
households Total3

Per cent 4

White 59.4 25.0 15.7 100.0
All other ethnic groups 42.0 34.1 23.9 100.0

Mixed 55.6 20.4 24.0 100.0
Asian 33.4 47.2 19.4 100.0

Indian 42.6 44.8 12.6 100.0
Pakistani/Bangladeshi 17.7 54.3 28.0 100.0
Other Asian 44.1 37.7 18.2 100.0

Black 50.7 22.0 27.3 100.0
Black Caribbean 56.7 22.2 21.1 100.0
Black African 44.8 21.7 33.6 100.0
Other Black 46.7 24.1 29.3 100.0

Chinese 44.5 30.4 25.0 100.0
Other 41.1 28.4 30.5 100.0

Total5 58.1 25.6 16.3 100.0

Thousands

White 9,693 4,073 2,558 16,325
All other ethnic groups 548 445 312 1,304

Mixed 56 21 24 101
Asian 190 269 110 569

Indian 110 115 32 257
Pakistani/Bangladeshi 38 117 60 215
Other Asian 43 36 18 97

Black 204 89 110 403
Black Caribbean 113 44 42 199
Black African 84 41 63 188
Other Black 7 4 5 16

Chinese 24 17 14 54
Other 72 50 54 176

Total5 10,245 4,520 2,874 17,638
Households with unknown economic activity status 1,050

All working-age households 18,688

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey
1  Revisions have been made to the equivalent table in the July 2003 and January 2004 news releases (see Revisions).
2  Not adjusted for households with unknown economic activity status (see Background Note).
3  Total excludes households with unknown economic activity status.
4  Percentages are based on households with known economic activity status.
5  Total includes people with unknown ethnic origin.

Ethnic origin of household 
reference person

Combined economic activity status of household



2(i) Working-age people by combined economic activity status of household

Working 
households

All 
households

Employed and 
unemployed

Employed and 
inactive

Employed 
unemployed and 

inactive

All households 
containing both 

working and 
workless members

All 
unemployed

Unemployed 
and inactive

All 
inactive

All workless 
households

Per cent

Spring 1997 52.9 4.5 26.9 2.3 33.7 1.6 2.6 9.2 13.3 100.0
Spring 1998 53.6 4.1 27.4 1.9 33.3 1.4 2.2 9.5 13.1 100.0
Spring 1999 54.2 4.1 27.1 1.9 33.2 1.3 2.1 9.2 12.6 100.0
Spring 2000 55.5 3.9 26.5 2.0 32.3 1.2 1.8 9.1 12.1 100.0
Spring 2001 55.3 3.5 27.3 1.8 32.6 1.0 1.6 9.5 12.0 100.0
Spring 2002 55.1 3.7 27.1 1.9 32.7 1.1 1.6 9.5 12.2 100.0
Spring 2003 55.1 3.8 27.3 2.0 33.1 0.9 1.5 9.3 11.8 100.0
Spring 2004 55.2 3.7 27.7 1.7 33.1 0.9 1.4 9.4 11.7 100.0

Thousands

Spring 1997 18,610 1,594 9,461 801 11,856 559 910 3,218 4,688 35,154
Spring 1998 18,901 1,431 9,658 652 11,741 496 763 3,345 4,603 35,245
Spring 1999 19,177 1,458 9,580 689 11,728 472 744 3,253 4,469 35,374
Spring 2000 19,738 1,369 9,431 700 11,499 420 656 3,233 4,309 35,546
Spring 2001 19,800 1,241 9,769 654 11,664 359 556 3,395 4,310 35,774
Spring 2002 19,824 1,344 9,751 674 11,770 404 575 3,401 4,380 35,973
Spring 2003 19,907 1,380 9,868 708 11,955 336 555 3,373 4,265 36,127
Spring 2004 20,016 1,329 10,064 618 12,011 322 526 3,403 4,251 36,278

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey

Households containing both working and workless members Workless households



2(ii) Working-age people in workless households by type of household

One person 
households

Other 
household 

types

All 
household 

types

Couples with 
dependent 

children

Lone parents 
with 

dependent 
children

Others with 
dependent 

children

All with 
dependent 

children

Working-age people living in 
workless households (a) as a 
percentage of all working-age 
people (b)

Per cent

Spring 1997 30.9 6.5 43.7 15.0 11.5 11.7 13.3
Spring 1998 29.7 6.2 42.0 13.4 11.4 11.4 13.1
Spring 1999 29.4 5.8 42.3 15.1 11.1 10.8 12.6
Spring 2000 29.0 5.2 38.6 11.1 10.0 10.8 12.1
Spring 2001 28.1 5.3 38.7 10.7 10.1 10.6 12.0
Spring 2002 28.5 5.3 38.9 8.7 10.3 10.4 12.2
Spring 2003 27.6 4.9 37.1 7.7 9.9 10.3 11.8
Spring 2004 27.2 4.9 37.4 10.7 10.1 10.0 11.7

Working-age people living in 
workless households (a)

Thousands

Spring 1997 972 865 879 69 1,812 1,904 4,688
Spring 1998 950 816 908 58 1,782 1,871 4,603
Spring 1999 949 759 913 71 1,743 1,777 4,469
Spring 2000 961 680 838 49 1,567 1,781 4,309
Spring 2001 953 692 851 49 1,592 1,765 4,310
Spring 2002 1,021 695 891 45 1,631 1,728 4,380
Spring 2003 983 625 887 42 1,554 1,728 4,265
Spring 2004 959 625 915 58 1,599 1,693 4,251

All working-age people (b)

Thousands

Spring 1997 3,144 13,246 2,010 459 15,715 16,295 35,154
Spring 1998 3,203 13,074 2,161 437 15,672 16,370 35,245
Spring 1999 3,227 13,058 2,160 469 15,687 16,460 35,374
Spring 2000 3,320 13,054 2,169 441 15,664 16,562 35,546
Spring 2001 3,393 13,066 2,201 464 15,731 16,650 35,774
Spring 2002 3,580 13,005 2,291 511 15,807 16,586 35,973
Spring 2003 3,558 12,801 2,389 549 15,740 16,829 36,127
Spring 2004 3,532 12,842 2,447 548 15,837 16,909 36,278

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey
1  Dependent children are children under 16 and those aged 16 to 18 who are never-married and in full-time education.

Households with dependent children1



2(iii) Working-age people by region and combined economic activity status 
                    of household1: spring 2004

Government Office Region
Working 

households

Households containing 
both working and 

workless members
Workless 

households Total2

Per cent 3

England 56.5 32.2 11.3 100.0
North East 52.4 29.8 17.8 100.0
North West 55.4 31.5 13.2 100.0
Yorkshire and the Humber 57.6 30.4 12.1 100.0
East Midlands 58.9 30.8 10.3 100.0
West Midlands 53.6 35.2 11.2 100.0
East of England 60.3 31.8 8.0 100.0
London 48.5 36.5 15.0 100.0

Inner London 43.6 36.1 20.3 100.0
Outer London 51.6 36.8 11.6 100.0

South East 60.2 31.8 8.1 100.0
South West 61.3 29.5 9.1 100.0

Wales 53.8 32.4 13.8 100.0
Scotland 57.6 28.7 13.6 100.0
Northern Ireland 42.5 41.5 16.0 100.0
Great Britain 56.4 31.9 11.7 100.0
United Kingdom 56.0 32.2 11.8 100.0

Thousands

England 15,708 8,966 3,149 27,824
North East 754 429 256 1,439
North West 2,153 1,223 513 3,889
Yorkshire and the Humber 1,627 858 341 2,826
East Midlands 1,431 750 250 2,431
West Midlands 1,563 1,024 326 2,913
East of England 1,876 989 249 3,114
London 1,961 1,476 608 4,045

Inner London 691 571 323 1,585
Outer London 1,270 905 285 2,460

South East 2,701 1,426 362 4,489
South West 1,641 790 245 2,676

Wales 871 525 223 1,619
Scotland 1,683 839 398 2,919
Northern Ireland 433 423 163 1,020
Great Britain 18,262 10,330 3,770 32,362
United Kingdom 18,695 10,753 3,934 33,382

Working-age people in households with
unknown economic activity status (UK) 2,896

All working-age people (UK) 36,278

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey
1  United Kingdom totals in this table do not match the United Kingdom totals in tables 2(i) and 2(ii) as this
table is not adjusted for households with unknown economic activity status (see Background Note).
2  Total excludes working-age people in households with unknown economic activity status.
3  Percentages are based on working-age people in households with known economic activity status

Combined economic activity status of household



2(iv) Working-age people by ethnic origin and combined economic activity
                status of household1,2: spring 2004

Working 
households

Households 
containing both 

working and 
workless 
members

Workless 
households Total3

Per cent 4

White 58.0 30.9 11.1 100.0
All other ethnic groups 33.8 47.1 19.1 100.0

Mixed 45.4 38.1 16.5 100.0
Asian 25.9 58.6 15.5 100.0

Indian 34.0 56.4 9.5 100.0
Pakistani/Bangladeshi 12.3 65.4 22.3 100.0
Other Asian 38.6 46.9 14.5 100.0

Black 44.5 32.9 22.6 100.0
Black Caribbean 50.9 32.7 16.4 100.0
Black African 38.6 33.1 28.3 100.0
Other Black 43.6 31.8 24.6 100.0

Chinese 34.4 39.3 26.3 100.0
Other 36.7 37.9 25.4 100.0

Total5 56.0 32.2 11.8 100.0

Thousands

White 17,777 9,477 3,412 30,667
All other ethnic groups 912 1,270 516 2,697

Mixed 99 83 36 218
Asian 347 787 208 1,342

Indian 201 333 56 590
Pakistani/Bangladeshi 67 358 122 547
Other Asian 79 97 30 206

Black 291 215 148 654
Black Caribbean 154 99 49 302
Black African 125 107 92 324
Other Black 12 9 7 28

Chinese 45 51 34 131
Other 129 134 89 352

Total5 18,695 10,753 3,934 33,382
Working-age people in households with unknown economic activity status 2,896

All working-age people 36,278

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey
1  Revisions have been made to the equivalent table in the July 2003 and January 2004 news releases (see Revisions).
2  Not adjusted for households with unknown economic activity status (see Concepts and Definitions).
3  Total excludes working-age people in households with unknown economic activity status.
4  Percentages are based on working-age people in households with known economic activity status.
5  Total includes people with unknown ethnic origin.

Ethnic origin of working-age 
person

Combined economic activity status of household



3(i) Children living in working-age households by combined economic activity status of household1

Working 
households

All 
households

Employed and 
unemployed

Employed and 
inactive

Employed 
unemployed 
and inactive

All households 
containing both 

working and 
workless members

All 
unemployed

Unemployed 
and inactive

All 
inactive

All workless 
households

Per cent

Spring 1997 51.0 3.7 25.6 1.2 30.4 1.7 3.7 13.1 18.5 100.0
Spring 1998 51.1 3.5 26.0 0.9 30.3 2.0 2.9 13.6 18.5 100.0
Spring 1999 52.9 3.4 24.7 1.0 29.1 1.9 2.8 13.3 18.0 100.0
Spring 2000 54.0 3.3 25.1 1.1 29.5 1.8 2.5 12.3 16.6 100.0
Spring 2001 54.3 3.0 25.6 0.9 29.6 1.4 1.9 12.9 16.2 100.0
Spring 2002 53.5 3.1 25.6 1.0 29.7 1.4 2.1 13.4 16.8 100.0
Spring 2003 53.0 2.9 26.9 1.0 30.8 1.3 1.8 13.1 16.2 100.0
Spring 2004 53.4 3.0 26.7 0.9 30.5 1.3 1.9 12.8 16.1 100.0

Thousands

Spring 1997 6,108 437 3,060 146 3,643 200 441 1,572 2,214 11,965
Spring 1998 6,123 419 3,108 105 3,632 241 349 1,626 2,216 11,971
Spring 1999 6,339 411 2,960 115 3,486 226 335 1,596 2,156 11,981
Spring 2000 6,443 396 2,996 126 3,518 213 294 1,474 1,980 11,942
Spring 2001 6,434 360 3,041 106 3,507 160 227 1,528 1,915 11,856
Spring 2002 6,288 363 3,009 114 3,486 166 243 1,569 1,978 11,752
Spring 2003 6,188 338 3,146 116 3,599 153 211 1,529 1,892 11,680
Spring 2004 6,191 345 3,094 100 3,538 156 217 1,487 1,861 11,590

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey

Households containing both working and workless members Workless households



3(ii) Children living in workless working-age households by type of household1

Couple 
households

Lone parent 
households

Other 
household 

types

All 
household 

types

Children living in workless 
households (a) as a percentage of 
children in all working-age 
households (b)

Per cent

Spring 1997 8.6 57.4 20.2 18.5
Spring 1998 8.2 56.5 16.9 18.5
Spring 1999 7.4 55.4 21.2 18.0
Spring 2000 6.8 52.5 15.6 16.6
Spring 2001 6.5 51.3 14.7 16.2
Spring 2002 6.8 51.1 15.6 16.8
Spring 2003 6.0 50.9 12.2 16.2
Spring 2004 6.1 49.3 13.7 16.1

Children living in workless 
households (a)

Thousands

Spring 1997 805 1,361 47 2,214
Spring 1998 755 1,424 38 2,216
Spring 1999 683 1,423 50 2,156
Spring 2000 628 1,320 33 1,980
Spring 2001 593 1,290 32 1,915
Spring 2002 609 1,330 39 1,978
Spring 2003 527 1,333 32 1,892
Spring 2004 536 1,290 35 1,861

Children living in all working-age 
households (b)

Thousands

Spring 1997 9,360 2,370 235 11,965
Spring 1998 9,227 2,522 222 11,971
Spring 1999 9,175 2,570 236 11,981
Spring 2000 9,217 2,514 211 11,942
Spring 2001 9,119 2,517 220 11,856
Spring 2002 8,903 2,602 247 11,752
Spring 2003 8,794 2,620 265 11,680
Spring 2004 8,715 2,619 256 11,590

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey
1  Children refers to children under 16.



3(iii) Children living in working-age households by region and combined 
                     economic activity status of household1,2: spring 2004

Government Office Region
Working 

households

Households 
containing both 

working and workless 
members

Workless 
households Total3

Per cent 4

England 53.7 30.5 15.8 100.0
North East 52.8 24.0 23.3 100.0
North West 55.4 26.6 18.0 100.0
Yorkshire and the Humber 54.7 29.5 15.8 100.0
East Midlands 59.0 28.8 12.2 100.0
West Midlands 53.9 31.8 14.3 100.0
East of England 55.7 31.9 12.4 100.0
London 40.3 34.0 25.7 100.0

Inner London 28.7 35.1 36.2 100.0
Outer London 47.8 33.3 19.0 100.0

South East 56.4 33.6 10.0 100.0
South West 61.1 27.8 11.1 100.0

Wales 51.4 29.2 19.4 100.0
Scotland 57.6 24.0 18.4 100.0
Northern Ireland 46.7 32.8 20.5 100.0
Great Britain 53.9 29.9 16.2 100.0
United Kingdom 53.6 30.0 16.4 100.0

Thousands

England 5,031 2,855 1,484 9,370
North East 234 106 103 444
North West 755 362 245 1,362
Yorkshire and the Humber 504 272 146 922
East Midlands 465 227 96 788
West Midlands 541 319 144 1,004
East of England 577 331 128 1,036
London 598 505 381 1,484

Inner London 166 203 209 578
Outer London 432 301 172 905

South East 825 491 146 1,462
South West 530 242 96 868

Wales 285 162 108 554
Scotland 487 203 155 846
Northern Ireland 179 125 79 383
Great Britain 5,803 3,220 1,747 10,769
United Kingdom 5,982 3,345 1,825 11,152

Children in working-age households with
unknown economic activity status (UK) 438

Children in all working-age households (UK) 11,590

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey
1  Children refers to children under 16.
2  United Kingdom totals in this table do not match the United Kingdom totals in tables 3(i) and 3(ii) as this
table is not adjusted for households with unknown economic activity status (see Background Note).
3  Total excludes children living in working-age households with unknown economic activity status.
4  Percentages are based on children living in working-age households with known economic activity status

Combined economic activity status of household



3(iv) Children living in working-age households by ethnic origin and combined 
                  economic activity status of household1,2: spring 2004

Working 
households

Households 
containing both 

working and 
workless 
members

Workless 
households Total3

Per cent 4

White 56.7 28.6 14.6 100.0
All other ethnic groups 31.2 39.9 28.9 100.0

Mixed 46.0 24.3 29.7 100.0
Asian 20.7 57.0 22.3 100.0

Indian 36.9 55.7 7.4 100.0
Pakistani/Bangladeshi 9.4 58.8 31.8 100.0
Other Asian 31.1 50.4 18.5 100.0

Black 41.1 24.3 34.6 100.0
Black Caribbean 48.7 22.1 29.2 100.0
Black African 36.7 25.0 38.3 100.0
Other Black 43.2 29.3 27.5 100.0

Chinese 38.7 33.4 27.9 100.0
Other 22.2 34.9 42.8 100.0

Total5 53.6 30.0 16.4 100.0

Thousands

White 5,560 2,808 1,434 9,803
All other ethnic groups 419 536 388 1,342

Mixed 123 65 79 266
Asian 123 337 132 592

Indian 72 109 14 196
Pakistani/Bangladeshi 32 198 107 336
Other Asian 19 30 11 60

Black 136 81 115 332
Black Caribbean 54 24 32 110
Black African 74 50 77 201
Other Black 9 6 6 21

Chinese 9 7 6 22
Other 29 45 55 129

Total5 5,982 3,345 1,825 11,152
Children in working-age households with unknown economic activity status 438

Children in all working-age households 11,590

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey
1  Children refers to children under 16.
2  Not adjusted for households with unknown economic activity status (see Concepts and Definitions).
3  Total excludes children living in working-age households with unknown economic activity status.
4  Percentages are based on children living in working-age households with known economic activity status.
5  Total includes children with unknown ethnic origin.

Ethnic origin of child

Combined economic activity status of household


