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Variations persist in life

expectancy by social class
2002-2005 data released

The variations in life expectancy among social classes which have
been found in previous studies persist, according to new figures issued
today by the Office for National Statistics. The new data, derived from
the ONS Longitudinal Study, cover the period 2002-05 for the first
time.

While life expectancy has risen for all social classes over the last 30
years, people in professional occupations (Social Class |) have the
longest expectation of life, followed by managerial and technical
occupations (Social Class Il), and so on. People in unskilled manual
occupations (Social Class V) have the shortest expectation of life.

In the period 2002-05:
o Males in the professional class had a life expectancy at birth of

80.0, compared with 72.7 years for those in the manual
unskilled class

o Females in the professional class had a life expectancy at birth
of 85.1 years compared with 78.1 years for the unskilled manual
class.

o Unskilled men (Social Class V) aged 65 could expect to live a

further 14.1 years, fractionally above the expectation of life
professional men would have had in 1972-76 (14.0 years)

o Unskilled women aged 65 had an expectation of life of 17.7
years, less than professional women in 1972-76 (19.1 years).

Taking the period of analysis as a whole, from 1972-76 to 2002-05:

o Both males and females classified to non-manual occupations
had a greater increase in life expectancy at birth and at age 65
than those classified to manual occupations

o For men, there was an increase in life expectancy at birth of 8.0
years for those classified to non-manual occupations compared
with 6.8 years for those classified as manual

o For women, these figures were 5.2 years and 4.8 years
respectively
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By contrast, between 1997-2001 and 2002-05:

o Life expectancy for males at birth and at age 65 increased
more for manual than non-manual groups

o For women, estimates of life expectancy increased by a similar
amount for those classified to non-manual and manual
occupations.

Care should be taken in interpreting the figures. Some degree of
variation is to be expected as a result of sampling and the results for
the latest period, while interesting, are not conclusive evidence of an
underlying change in the pattern of inequalities.









Table 1 Life expectancy at birth and at age 65 by social class, men, England and Wales 1972-2005

Years
1972-76 1977-81 1982-86 1987-91 1992-96 1997-2001 2002-2005
Social class Life 95% Life 95% Life 95% Life 95% Life 95% Life 95% Life 95%
exp. Cl exp. Cl exp. Cl exp. Cl exp. Cl exp. Cl exp. Cl
At birth
| 71.9 1.2 74.4 1.2 75.1 1.1 76.2 1.0 78.0 0.9 79.5 0.9 80.0 1.0
Il 71.9 0.6 72.6 0.6 74.1 0.5 75.0 0.5 76.1 0.5 77.9 0.5 794 05
IIIN 69.5 0.8 711 0.7 72.5 0.7 74.4 0.7 753 0.7 77.0 0.7 784 0.7
1Y 70.0 0.4 70.0 0.4 7.7 0.4 72.7 0.4 73.8 04 74.8 0.4 765 04
v 68.3 0.7 69.0 0.6 71.0 0.6 70.8 0.6 729 0.6 73.5 0.6 75.7 0.6
\Y, 66.5 1.1 67.4 1.1 67.7 1.0 68.7 1.0 68.6 1.0 71.5 0.9 72.7 1.1
Unclassified 57.5 1.9 62.7 1.6 65.5 1.5 66.7 1.3 68.8 1.2 715 1.1 73.8 1.1
All men 69.3 0.3 70.1 0.3 71.7 02 72.6 0.2 739 02 75.3 0.2 770 0.2
Non-manual 712 04 72.3 0.4 737 04 75.0 0.4 76.1 0.4 77.9 0.4 79.2 0.4
Manual 69.1 0.3 69.4 0.3 71.0 03 71.7 0.3 73.0 03 74.1 0.3 759 03
Difference 2.1 0.5 2.9 0.5 27 05 33 0.5 32 05 38 0.5 33 05
At age 65

| 14.0 0.9 155 0.9 15.5 0.8 15.8 0.7 17.0 0.7 18.3 0.6 183 0.6
Il 13.3 0.4 14.2 0.3 14.5 0.3 15.0 0.3 15.7 03 17.1 0.3 180 0.3
IIIN 12.6 0.4 13.3 0.4 13.6 0.4 14.3 0.4 154 04 16.7 0.4 174 05
11 12.2 0.2 125 0.2 13.1 0.2 13.6 0.2 143 0.2 15.2 0.2 16.3 0.3
v 12.2 0.3 121 0.3 12.7 0.3 12.8 0.3 139 03 141 0.3 157 04
\Y 11.6 0.4 11.8 0.4 11.6 0.4 12.0 0.5 126 0.5 13.2 0.5 141 0.7
Unclassified 10.8 04 9.8 0.5 109 0.6 1.1 0.7 120 0.7 13.7 0.7 15.1 0.8
All men 12.3 0.1 12.6 0.1 13.1 0.1 13.7 0.1 145 041 15.5 0.1 16.6 0.2
Non-manual 13.1 0.3 14.0 0.3 143 0.2 14.9 0.2 158 0.2 171 0.2 179 0.3
Manual 12.1 0.2 12.3 0.2 127 0.2 13.2 0.2 140 0.2 14.7 0.2 159 0.2
Difference 1.0 0.3 1.7 0.3 1.6 0.3 1.7 0.3 1.8 0.3 2.4 0.3 20 0.3

Source: ONS Longitudinal Study
Cl Confidence interval



Table 2 Change in life expectancy at birth and at age 65 by social class, men, England

and Wales
Years

Social class Change between Change between Change between
1972-76 and 2002-05 1992-96 and 2002-05 1997-2001 and 2002-05

at birth
| 8.1 2.0 0.5
Il 7.4 3.3 1.4
IIIN 8.9 3.1 1.4
1M 6.5 2.7 1.7
v 7.4 2.8 2.2
\% 6.2 41 1.2
Unclassified 16.3 5.0 2.3
All men 7.7 3.1 1.7
Non-manual 8.0 3.1 1.3
Manual 6.8 3.0 1.8
at age 65
| 4.3 1.3 0.0
Il 4.7 2.3 0.9
IIIN 4.9 2.1 0.8
1M 41 2.0 1.1
\Y 3.5 1.8 1.6
\% 2.5 1.5 0.8
Unclassified 4.3 3.1 1.4
All men 44 2.1 1.1
Non-manual 4.8 2.1 0.8
Manual 3.8 1.9 1.2

Source: ONS Longitudinal Study



Table 3 Life expectancy at birth and at age 65 by social class, women, England and Wales 1972-2005

Years
1972-76 1977-81 1982-86 1987-91 1992-96 1997-2001 2002-2005
Social Class Life 95% Life 95% Life 95% Life 95% Life 95% Life 95% Life 95%
exp. Cl exp. Cl exp. Cl exp. Cl exp. Cl exp. Cl exp. Cl
At birth
| 79.0 1.9 80.1 1.7 80.7 1.3 81.1 1.1 83.8 1.1 82.6 1.0 85.1 1.1
Il 771 0.6 78.3 0.6 78.8 0.5 80.7 0.5 814 05 81.8 0.5 83.2 0.5
1IN 78.3 0.7 78.2 0.7 79.0 0.6 80.0 0.5 80.7 05 81.6 0.5 824 05
1LY 75.2 0.6 76.3 0.5 77.3 0.5 77.9 0.5 792 04 79.4 0.4 805 05
v 75.3 0.7 75.9 0.6 77.5 0.6 77.4 0.5 782 05 78.8 0.5 799 0.6
\Y 74.2 1.2 75.6 1.0 759 0.9 76.6 0.9 775 0.9 77.9 0.9 781 1.2
Unclassified 701 1.7 73.0 1.2 73.0 1.3 74.0 1.1 75.0 1.1 77.5 0.8 779 0.9
All women 75.3 0.3 76.5 0.2 774 0.2 78.3 0.2 793 0.2 80.0 0.2 81.1 0.2
Non-manual 777 04 78.4 0.4 790 04 80.4 0.3 813 0.3 81.8 0.3 829 03
Manual 75.2 0.4 76.0 0.4 77.2 0.3 77.5 0.3 785 0.3 79.0 0.3 80.0 0.3
Difference 25 06 24 0.5 1.9 05 2.9 0.5 28 04 28 04 29 05
At age 65
| 19.1 1.7 20.0 1.5 18.9 1.1 19.0 0.8 211 0.9 20.7 0.8 220 09
Il 17.2 0.4 17.8 0.4 18.2 0.4 19.2 0.3 19.7 03 201 0.3 210 03
1IN 17.9 0.6 17.7 0.4 18.2 0.4 18.7 0.3 192 03 19.8 0.3 199 03
1LY 16.4 0.5 16.9 0.4 16.9 0.3 17.2 0.3 18.1 0.3 18.2 0.3 187 04
v 16.9 0.4 16.8 0.3 17.5 0.3 17.3 0.3 174 03 17.9 0.3 189 03
\Y 16.6 0.7 16.4 0.6 16.2 0.5 16.4 0.5 16.6 0.5 16.9 0.5 177 0.6
Unclassified 155 0.2 15.8 0.3 156 0.3 15.8 0.4 16.0 04 17.1 0.5 176 0.5
All women 16.3 0.1 16.7 0.1 17.0 0.1 17.5 0.1 18.1 0.1 18.6 0.1 194 0.2
Non-manual 175 03 17.9 0.3 18.2 0.2 18.9 0.2 195 0.2 20.0 0.2 205 0.2
Manual 16.6 0.3 16.8 0.2 17.0 0.2 17.1 0.2 176 0.2 17.9 0.2 186 0.2
Difference 0.9 0.4 1.1 0.4 1.2 0.3 1.8 0.3 20 0.3 2.1 0.3 1.9 0.3

Source: ONS Longitudinal Study
Cl Confidence interval



Table 4 Change in life expectancy at birth and at age 65 by social class, women,
England and Wales

Years

Social class

at birth

Il

IIIN

1M

v

\%
Unclassified

All women

Non-manual
Manual

at age 65

Il

IIIN

1M

\Y

\%
Unclassified

All women

Non-manual
Manual

Change between
1972-76 and 2002-05

Change between
1992-96 and 2002-05

Change between
1997-2001 and 2002-05

6.1
6.1
4.1
5.3
4.5
3.9
7.8

5.8

5.2
4.8

29
3.8
2.1
24
2.0
1.1
2.1

3.1

3.0
2.0

1.3
1.9
1.6
1.4
1.7
0.6
2.9

1.8

1.6
1.5

0.8
1.3
0.7
0.6
1.5
1.1
1.7

1.3

25
1.4
0.8
1.1
1.0
0.1
0.4

1.1

_
_

1.2
1.0
0.2
0.5
1.0
0.9
0.5

0.7

0.6
0.8

Source: ONS Longitudinal Study





