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Inequalities in life
expectancy at 65 in UK

Men in Glasgow City can expect to live a further 13.8 years at age
65, the lowest life expectancy at this age in the UK, according to
local area data released for the first time by the Office for National
Statistics (ONS). This was the only area in the UK where life
expectancy at age 65 was less than 14 years.

The local authority with the highest male life expectancy at age 65
was Kensington and Chelsea (22.0 years), 8.2 years more than
Glasgow City (Table 1).

Kensington and Chelsea also had the highest life expectancy at
age 65 for females (24.8 years), 7.5 years more than Glasgow
City, the lowest at 17.3 years (Table 2).

In 2004-06, for the first time all local areas in the UK had a male
life expectancy at birth of more than 70 years. Glasgow City had
the lowest male life expectancy at birth (70.5 years) while
Kensington and Chelsea had the highest (83.1 years), 12.6 years
more than Glasgow City (Table 3)

Kensington and Chelsea also had the highest female life
expectancy at birth (87.2 years), 10.2 years more than Glasgow
City, the area with the lowest at 77.0 years (Table 4).

The South East, South West and East of England continue to
have the highest life expectancies at birth and at age 65, while
figures were lowest for Scotland and the North East and North
West of England.

Today ONS has also released the National Interim Life Tables
2004-06 for the UK and its constituent countries. These tables
show life expectancy at age 65 in the UK is continuing to rise for
both men and women.


http://www.statistics.gov.uk/
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In the UK, men aged 65 can expect to live a further 16.9 years
and women a further 19.7 years if mortality rates remain the same
as they were in 2004-06 (Box 1). Women continue to live longer
than men, but the gap has been closing in recent years. In 1984-
86 there was a difference of 3.9 years between male and female
life expectancy at age 65 in the UK (13.3 and 17.3 years
respectively). In 2004-06 this had narrowed to 2.8 years (Table
5).

Life expectancy at 65 is also at its highest ever in each country of
the UK. English men and women have the highest expectancy, at
17.1 years and 19.9 years respectively. Scotland, at 15.8 years
and 18.6 years for men and women respectively, has the lowest
life expectancy at this age.

Today’s data, from the Interim Life Tables 2004-06, include life
expectancy at birth. This is 76.9 years for males in the UK in
2004-06 and 81.3 years for females.

Box 1
Life expectancy, 2004-06
Years
At birth At age 65
Males Females Males Females
England 77.2 815 17.1 19.9
Wales 76.6 80.9 16.7 195
Scotland 74.6 79.6 15.8 18.6
Northern Ireland 76.1 81.0 16.6 195
United Kingdom 76.9 81.3 16.9 19.7

Source: Office for National Statistics, Interim Life Tables, 2004-06

Local area life expectancy at birth also includes results for the UK
and constituent countries, which are calculated using the same
methods as those for regions and local authorities. These national
figures differ slightly from those in the Interim Life Tables, which
are calculated using complete (single year of age) life tables.

Sub-national figures are calculated using abridged (grouped
years) life tables. Also, deaths of non-residents of England and
Wales are included in the England mortality data in the Interim
Life Table methods. These deaths are excluded at the constituent
country level in the sub-national figures.
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Interim Life Tables for the UK and constituent countries are
available on the National Statistics website:
www.statistics.gov.uk/STATBASE/Product.asp?vink=14459

The report on sub-national life expectancy the UK is
available at:
www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vink=8841

BACKGROUND NOTES

1. Interim Life Tables are produced annually for the United Kingdom and its
constituent countries. Responsibility for their production was transferred
from the Government Actuary’s Department (GAD) to the ONS Centre for
Demography on 31 January 2006.

2. Allfigures presented here are period life expectancies. Period expectation
of life at a given age for an area in 2004-06 is the average number of
years a person could be expected to live, if he or she experienced the
particular area’s age-specific mortality rates for that time period
throughout his or her life. It is not therefore the number of years someone
of that age in the area in that time period could actually expect to live,
both because the death rates of the area are likely to change in the future
and because people may live in other areas for at least some part of their
lives.

3. Cohort life expectancies, which allow for actual or projected changes in
mortality in future years, are available for the UK and constituent
countries and can be found on the Government Actuary’s Department
website:
www.gad.gov.uk/Demography_Data/Life_Tables/Eoltable.asp

A guide to cohort and period life expectancy can be found at:
www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=1898

4. Sub-national results for 2004-06 for England, Wales and Northern Ireland
are calculated by ONS and are released for the first time today. Figures
for local areas in Scotland for 2004-06 are calculated by the General
Register Office for Scotland (GROS) and were published in a report
released on 7 September 2007, available on the GROS website:
www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/library/life-expectancy/le2004-
06/index.html

5. Two local authorities, City of London and Isles of Scilly, are excluded from
the results because of small numbers of deaths and populations in these
areas.

6. Details of the policy governing the release of new data are available from
the press office.


www.statistics.gov.uk/STATBASE/Product.asp?vlnk=14459
www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk=8841
www.gad.gov.uk/Demography_Data/Life_Tables/Eoltable.asp
www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=1898
www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/library/life-expectancy/le2004-06/index.html
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7. A historical series of National Interim Life Tables is available from 1982-
82 to 2004-06. The data for England and Wales from 1991-93 to 2004-06
have been updated to reflect recently revised Population Estimates, and
deaths are calculated by the number of registrations during a given period
instead of the number of occurrences, which these tables previously
reflected. Deaths data for Scotland and Northern Ireland are calculated by
the number of registrations throughout the time series. The historical
series of interim life tables can be found at:
www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vink=14459

8. Detalils of the policy governing the release of new data are available from
the press office

9. National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out
in the National Statistics Code of Practice. They undergo regular quality
assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. They are
produced free from any political interference. © Crown copyright 2007.


www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=14459

Table 1: Local areas with the highest and lowest male life expectancy at age 65 in the United
Kingdom, 2004-06

Rank Local area Country/English Government  Life expectancy at age
Office Region 65 (years)

Highest Life expectancy at age 65

1 Kensington and Chelsea  London 22.0
2 Crawley South East 20.3
3  Westminster London 20.0
4 Rutland East Midlands 19.9
5 East Dorset South West 194
6 West Somerset South West 19.3
7 Christchurch South West 19.3
8 South Shropshire West Midlands 19.2
9 Lewes South East 19.1
10 Guildford South East 18.9

Lowest Life expectancy at age 65

432 Glasgow City Scotland 13.8
431 Inverclyde Scotland 14.9
430 North Lanarkshire Scotland 14.9
429 West Dunbartonshire Scotland 14.9
428 Renfrewshire Scotland 15.0
427 Knowsley North West 15.3
426 Manchester North West 15.3
425 Liverpool North West 15.3
424  Hartlepool North East 154
423 Cannock Chase West Midlands 15.4

Source: Office for National Statistics



Table 2: Local areas with the highest and lowest female life expectancy at age 65 in the United
Kingdom, 2004-06

Rank Local area Country/English Government  Life expectancy at age
Office Region 65 (years)

Highest Life expectancy at age 65

1 Kensington and Chelsea London 24.8
2 East Dorset South West 225
3 Christchurch South West 22.4
4  Westminster London 22.2
5 Rutland East Midlands 22.0
6 West Somerset South West 22.0
7 Lewes South East 22.0
8 Hammersmith and Fulham London 21.9
9 New Forest South East 21.9
10 South Cambridgeshire East of England 21.7

Lowest Life expectancy at age 65

432 Glasgow City Scotland 17.3
431 Renfrewshire Scotland 17.5
430 West Lothian Scotland 17.6
429 North Lanarkshire Scotland 17.6
428 East Ayrshire Scotland 17.7
427 Liverpool North West 17.7
426 Hartlepool North East 17.8
425 Burnley North West 17.8
424 \West Dunbartonshire Scotland 17.8
423 Halton North West 17.9

Source: Office for National Statistics



Table 3: Local areas with the highest and lowest male life expectancy at birth in the United Kingdom,
2004-06

Rank Local area Country/English Government  Life expectancy at birth
Office Region (years)
Highest Life expectancy at birth
1 Kensington and Chelsea  London 83.1
2 East Dorset South West 81.4
3 Hart South East 80.7
4 Rutland East Midlands 80.6
5 Elmbridge South East 80.4
6 Christchurch South West 80.3
7 Wokingham South East 80.3
8 South Norfolk East of England 80.2
9 Westminster London 80.2
10 Guildford South East 80.1
Lowest Life expectancy at birth
432 Glasgow City Scotland 70.5
431 West Dunbartonshire Scotland 71.8
430 Inverclyde Scotland 72.2
429 Eilean Siar Scotland 73.0
428 Manchester North West 73.0
427 North Lanarkshire Scotland 73.0
426 Clackmannanshire Scotland 73.2
425 Blackpool North West 73.3
424 Renfrewshire Scotland 73.4
423 Dundee City Scotland 73.6

Source: Office for National Statistics



Table 4: Local areas with the highest and lowest female life expectancy at birth in the United
Kingdom, 2004-06

Rank Local area Country/English Government  Life expectancy at
Office Region birth (years)

Highest Life expectancy at birth

1 Kensington and Chelsea  London 87.2
2 East Dorset South West 84.7
3 Christchurch South West 84.4
4 Rochford East of England 84.3
5 South Cambridgeshire East of England 84.2
6 Epsom and Ewell South East 84.2
7 New Forest South East 84.1
8 East Cambridgeshire East of England 84.1
9 Rutland East Midlands 84.0
10 Hart South East 84.0

Lowest Life expectancy at birth

432 Glasgow City Scotland 77.0
431 West Dunbartonshire Scotland 77.7
430 Inverclyde Scotland 77.8
429 East Ayrshire Scotland 78.2
428 North Lanarkshire Scotland 78.2
427 Liverpool North West 78.3
426 Hartlepool North East 78.3
425 Halton North West 78.4
424 Renfrewshire Scotland 78.4
423 Manchester North West 78.6

Source: Office for National Statistics



Table 5: Life expectancy at birth and at selected ages

Males at age

Females at age

0 5 20 30 50 65 70 80 0 5 20 30 50 65 70 80
England
1984-86 720 67.9 532 436 249 134 105 6.0 778 735 587 489 299 174 138 7.8
1989-91 73.1 689 542 446 259 141 110 6.3 78.6 743 595 496 306 179 143 82
1994-96 74.4 70.0 552 457 27.0 148 116 6.6 795 75.0 602 504 313 183 146 84
1999-01 75.6 712 564 469 282 158 124 7.0 80.3 758 61.0 512 320 19.0 151 8.6
2004-06 772 727 579 483 29.6 171 135 7.6 815 769 621 523 33.1 199 159 9.1
Wales
1984-86 714 673 527 431 244 131 102 59 774 732 584 485 296 172 137 7.8
1989-91 728 685 539 443 255 138 108 6.2 785 741 593 495 303 177 141 81
1994-96 73.7 693 546 451 264 144 113 65 79.1 746 597 499 309 181 144 83
1999-01 748 704 557 46.2 276 154 120 6.8 79.7 752 604 50.6 315 185 147 84
2004-06 76.6 72.0 573 477 292 16.7 132 7.6 809 763 615 516 326 195 155 8.9
Scotland
1984-86 70.0 659 513 418 234 125 98 57 76.0 71.8 57.0 472 283 163 130 7.4
1989-91 71.1 66.9 522 428 243 131 102 59 76.7 723 575 478 289 16.7 133 7.7
1994-96 72.1 67.7 53.0 436 252 138 108 6.3 77.7 732 584 48.6 29.7 173 138 8.0
1999-01 73.1 68.6 539 446 263 147 115 6.6 78.6 740 592 494 305 178 141 81
2004-06 746 70.1 554 459 277 158 125 7.2 79.6 75.0 602 504 314 186 149 85
Northern Ireland
1984-86 706 66.5 519 424 239 130 103 6.1 76.9 727 579 48.1 292 168 133 7.7
1989-91 72.1 67.8 532 438 252 137 108 6.3 78.0 737 589 49.0 30.0 175 140 81
1994-96 735 69.1 545 450 263 144 113 6.6 789 745 59.6 498 308 180 144 84
1999-01 748 704 557 462 276 153 119 6.6 79.8 752 604 50.6 315 185 146 8.2
2004-06 76.1 716 57.0 475 289 16,6 130 7.3 81.0 764 616 518 32.7 195 156 8.8
England and
Wales
1984-86 719 679 532 436 249 134 105 6.0 777 735 587 489 299 174 138 7.8
1989-91 73.1 68.8 542 446 259 141 110 6.3 78.6 743 594 496 30.6 179 142 8.2
1994-96 743 699 552 456 269 148 116 6.6 795 75.0 602 504 313 183 146 84
1999-01 756 711 564 46.8 28.1 158 123 7.0 80.3 758 609 51.1 320 19.0 151 8.6
2004-06 772 727 579 483 296 171 135 7.6 815 769 620 522 33.1 19.9 159 9.1
Great Britain
1984-86 71.8 67.7 53.0 434 248 133 104 6.0 776 733 585 487 297 173 137 7.8
1989-91 729 68.7 540 445 258 140 109 6.3 784 741 593 495 304 178 142 81
1994-96 74.1 69.7 550 455 26.8 147 115 65 79.3 748 60.0 502 311 182 145 84
1999-01 753 709 56.2 46.6 28.0 157 123 7.0 80.1 756 608 51.0 319 188 15.0 8.6
2004-06 76.9 724 577 481 294 169 134 7.6 81.3 76.7 619 520 329 19.7 158 9.0
United Kingdom
1984-86 717 67.6 53.0 434 247 133 104 6.0 776 733 585 487 297 173 137 7.8
1989-91 729 68.6 540 444 258 140 109 6.3 784 741 593 494 304 177 142 81
1994-96 74.1 69.7 55.0 454 26.8 147 115 65 79.3 748 60.0 50.2 311 182 145 84
1999-01 753 709 56.1 46.6 28.0 157 123 7.0 80.1 756 608 51.0 319 18.8 15.0 8.6
2004-06 76.9 724 576 480 294 169 134 7.6 81.3 76.7 619 520 329 19.7 158 9.0

Source: Government Actuary's Department, Office for National Statistics: Interim life tables 1980-82 to 2004-06
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