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PROPOSALS FOR PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES IN THE
COUNTY OF NORTH YORKSHIRE AND THE CITY OF YORK

The Commission will publish provisional recommendations on 23 May 2002 for changes to
seven of the eight constituencies in the area covered by the County of North Yorkshire
and the City of York.

Provisional Recommendations

1. Following the North Yorkshire (District of York) (Structural and Boundary Changes) Order
1995, the City of York was enlarged, acquired unitary authority status and ceased to form part of
the county of North Yorkshire. The remaining seven districts in the county formed the County of
North Yorkshire.

2. North Yorkshire has a 2000 electorate of 438,743 and a theoretical entitlement to 6.27
seats. The City of York has a 2000 electorate of 142,773 and a theoretical entitlement to 2.04
seats. The county averages of both areas are close to the electoral quota (69,934), at 73,124 and
71,387 respectively. The combined area of North Yorkshire and the City of York currently has
eight constituencies. The Commission have therefore provisionally decided to review both areas
separately and to allocate six seats to North Yorkshire and two seats to York. The electoral quota
is explained in “Rules” below.

3. Since the last general review, there have been changes to the district ward boundaries as a
result of the Periodic Electoral Reviews by the Local Government Commission for England. The
new wards for two districts (Craven and Harrogate) came into effect at the local government
elections on 2 May 2002. In the other districts - Hambleton, Richmondshire, Ryedale, Scarborough
and Selby, and the City of York - the new wards will come into effect in May 2003.

4. The Commission noted that five of the new wards in City of York are divided between
existing constituencies, as well as five in Harrogate Borough. The Commission do not divide district
wards between constituencies and their proposals will realign the constituency boundaries with the
new ward boundaries to place wards wholly within seats.
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5. The disparity between the electorates of the existing eight constituencies is 15,501. The
Commission have recommended changes to seven of the eight seats to reduce this disparity and to
respect the boundary between the County of North Yorkshire and the City of York.

NORTH YORKSHIRE

6. The Commission propose to transfer the Harrogate Borough wards of Marston Moor,
Ouseburn, and Ribston from the Vale of York seat to the Selby seat, and to include the whole of the
Harrogate Borough ward of Spofforth with Lower Wharfedale, which is currently divided between
the Skipton and Ripon and Vale of York seats, in the Selby seat. The Selby seat would no longer
contain any City of York wards.

7. The Commission propose to increase the electorate of the current Harrogate and
Knaresborough seat by including the whole of the Harrogate Borough ward of Saltergate, which is
currently divided between the Harrogate and Knaresborough seat and the Skipton and Ripon seat.
They also propose to include the Harrogate Borough wards of Claro from the Vale of York seat,
and Killinghall from the Skipton and Ripon seat. As a result of including the two rural wards in the
Harrogate and Knaresborough seat, the Commission propose that it be designated as a county
constituency.

8. The Commission propose to include the whole of the Harrogate Borough wards of Newby
and Wathvale, both currently divided between the Skipton and Ripon seat and the Vale of York
seat, in the Skipton and Ripon seat. They also propose to transfer the Harrogate Borough ward of
Boroughbridge from the Vale of York seat to the Skipton and Ripon seat.

9. The Commission propose to increase the electorate of the Richmond (Yorks) seat by
transferring the Hambleton District wards of Bedale, Crakehall, Leeming, and Tanfield from the Vale
of York seat.  They also propose to include the Hambleton District wards of Easingwold, Helperby,
Huby with Sutton, Shipton, Sowerby, Stillington, Thirsk, Thorntons, Tollerton, Topcliffe, White
Horse, and Whitestonecliffe from the Vale of York seat to the Ryedale seat. The Ryedale seat
would no longer contain any City of York wards.

10. The effect of the changes outlined in the preceding four paragraphs is that the new wards,
that are either partly or wholly contained within the existing Vale of York seat, will be distributed
between the Harrogate and Knaresborough, Richmond (Yorks), Ryedale, Selby, Skipton and
Ripon seats, as well as the York Outer seat (see below). In part, these changes have been
necessitated by the creation of the expanded City of York authority, the Commission’s decision not
to create constituencies that cross the boundary between the County of North Yorkshire and the
City of York, and the need to reduce the disparity between the electorates of the seats within North
Yorkshire.

11. The Commission propose no change to the Scarborough and Whitby seat. The disparity in
the electorates of the six proposed seats is reduced to 8,863 and all six seats have electorates within
5,415 of the county average.

12. The proposed new constituencies are illustrated in outline on the sketch map which forms
part of this document (please note the copyright warning below concerning the map). The letters on
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the map refer to the districts and the numbers refer to the district wards. The map is to be used in
conjunction with the ward listing at the end of this document which shows the letters and districts,
the numbers and wards, and the 2000 ward electorates on which the Commission are required by
law to work.

13. The composition of the six constituencies provisionally recommended would be (the 2000
electorates are shown in brackets):-

HARROGATE AND KNARESBOROUGH COUNTY CONSTITUENCY (71,742).
Eighteen wards of the Borough of Harrogate:- Bilton, Claro, Granby, Harlow Moor, High
Harrogate, Hookstone, Killinghall, Knaresborough East, Knaresborough King James,
Knaresborough Scriven Park, Low Harrogate, New Park, Pannal, Rosett, Saltergate, Starbeck,
Stray, Woodfield.

RICHMOND (YORKS) COUNTY CONSTITUENCY (74,434). Eighteen wards of the
District of Hambleton:- Bedale, Brompton, Broughton and Greenhow, Cowtons, Crakehall, Great
Ayton, Leeming, Leeming Bar, Morton on Swale, Northallerton Broomfield, Northallerton Central,
Northallerton North, Osmotherley, Romanby, Rudby, Stokesley, Swainby, Tanfield; and the District
of Richmondshire .

RYEDALE COUNTY CONSTITUENCY (73,534). Twelve wards of the District of
Hambleton:- Easingwold, Helperby, Huby with Sutton, Shipton, Sowerby, Stillington, Thirsk,
Thorntons, Tollerton, Topcliffe, White Horse, Whitestonecliffe; the District of Ryedale; and two
wards of the Borough of Scarborough:- Filey, Hertford.

SCARBOROUGH AND WHITBY COUNTY CONSTITUENCY (76,572). Twenty-three
wards of the Borough of Scarborough:- Castle, Cayton, Central, Danby, Derwent Valley,
Eastfield, Esk Valley, Falsgrave Park, Fylingdales, Lindhead, Mayfield, Mulgrave, Newby, North
Bay, Northstead, Ramshill, Scalby, Hackness and Staintondale, Seamer, Stepney, Streonshalh,
Weaponness, Whitby West Cliff, Woodlands.

SELBY COUNTY CONSTITUENCY (67,709). Four wards of the Borough of Harrogate:-
Marston Moor, Ouseburn, Ribston, Spofforth and Lower Wharfedale; and the District of Selby.

SKIPTON AND RIPON COUNTY CONSTITUENCY (74,752). The District of Craven; and
thirteen wards of the Borough of Harrogate:- Bishop Monkton, Boroughbridge, Kirkby Malzeard,
Lower Nidderdale, Mashamshire, Newby, Nidd Valley, Pateley Bridge, Ripon Minster, Ripon
Moorside, Ripon Spa, Washburn, Wathvale.

14. Please note that the wards have not been shown for those boroughs and districts (e.g.
Richmondshire District) where the whole of the borough or district is contained within a proposed
constituency. However, as already mentioned, a full ward listing with 2000 electorates is given at the
end of this document.

CITY OF YORK
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15. Having decided that the City of York should be treated separately and allocated two whole
seats, rather than one whole seat and parts of three others as at present, the Commission considered
whether they should divide the City into two halves, or keep as much as possible of the urban core
of York in one seat and include the rural area in another. They considered dividing York along the
course of the River Ouse, but noted that there were not enough electors on the western side of York
to form a constituency.  They looked at alternative divisions of York into two halves, but decided
that to do this would cause too much disruption to the electors in the existing City of York seat.
They, therefore, decided to provisionally recommend an urban core constituency, with the rural area
forming a constituency around it.

16. The Commission noted that the size of the existing City of York seat had to be reduced.
They also noted that after ward boundary changes, the electorate had reduced from 81,244 to
79,936, which they considered still to be too large. They therefore propose to transfer the City of
York ward of Hull Road from the urban York seat to the rural York seat. The other twelve City of
York wards will form the rural York seat.

17. The Commission have provisionally decided to rename the urban seat as York Central BC
and to name the rural seat as York Outer CC. They considered alternative names for both seats, but
the absence of any significant settlement or geographical feature in the area of the new unitary
authority outside the City of York itself, made it difficult to propose a more readily identifiable name
for the rural seat.

18. The composition of the two constituencies provisionally recommended would be (the 2000
electorates are shown in brackets):-

YORK CENTRAL BOROUGH CONSTITUENCY (73,439). Nine wards of the City of
York:- Acomb, Clifton, Dringhouses and Woodthorpe, Fishergate, Guildhall, Heworth, Holgate,
Micklegate, Westfield.

YORK OUTER COUNTY CONSTITUENCY (69,334). Thirteen wards of City of York:-
Bishopthorpe, Derwent, Fulford, Haxby and Wigginton, Heslington, Heworth Without, Hull Road,
Huntington and New Earswick, Osbaldwick, Rural West York, Skelton, Rawcliffe and Clifton
Without, Strensall, Wheldrake.

19. Please also note that the wards named in this document are the new wards that were created
by the following Orders which came into effect at the local elections on 2 May 2002:-

The District of Craven (Electoral Changes) Order 2000;
The Borough of Harrogate (Electoral Changes) (No.2) Order 2000;

and which will come into effect at the local elections in May 2003:-

The District of Hambleton (Electoral Changes) Order 2000;
The District of Richmondshire (Electoral Changes) Order 2000;
The District of Ryedale (Electoral Changes) Order 2000;
The Borough of Scarborough (Electoral Changes) Order 2000;
The District of Selby (Electoral Changes) Order 2000;



Boundary Commission for England
5

The City of York (Electoral Changes) Order 2001.

Publication of Provisional Recommendations

20. The provisional recommendations will be published formally in a notice appearing in local
newspapers in North Yorkshire and York on 23 May 2002. Local authorities, MPs, the Political
Parties’ Headquarters, and others will be sent a copy of the recommendations. The notice will also
be published on the Commission’s web site at:-

 http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/

Places of Inspection

21. The notice in local newspapers will also give the addresses where a copy of the
recommendations, and a more detailed map illustrating them, may be inspected once the notice has
been published in local newspapers (please note the copyright warning below concerning the map).
Those addresses are:-

EASINGWOLD Easingwold Divisional Office, Manor Road, Easingwold
HARROGATE Council Offices, Crescent Gardens, Harrogate
HAWES Community Office, The Neukin, Hawes
HEMSLEY The Library, Court House, Hemsley
KNARESBOROUGH Knaresborough House, High Street, Knaresborough
LEYBURN Central Chambers, Market Place, Leyburn
MALTON Ryedale House, Malton
NORTHALLERTON Civic Centre, Stone Cross, Northallerton
PICKERING The Library, The Ropery, Pickering
RICHMOND Swale House, Frenchgate, Richmond
RIPON Town Hall, Ripon
SELBY Civic Centre, Portholme Road, Selby
SCARBOROUGH Town Hall, St Nicholas Street, Scarborough
SKIPTON Council Offices, Granville Street, Skipton
STOKESLEY Stokesley Divisional Office, 28 College Square, Stokesley
TADCASTER Council Offices, The Ark, 33 Kirkgate, Tadcaster
WHITBY The Library, Windsor Terrace, Whitby
YORK Guildhall, York

Representation Period: 23 May 2002 to 30 June 2002
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22. The Commission are statutorily required to consider representations about their provisional
recommendations made within one month of local publication on 23 May 2002. However, the
normal one month representation period has been extended to 30 June 2002 to allow for the
Queen’s Golden Jubilee holiday.

23. Representations should be addressed to the Boundary Commission for England, PO Box
31060, London, SW1V 2FF, or faxed to 020 7533 5176, or emailed to
gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk. All representations received by the Commission will be acknowledged.

24. Please note that the Commission are not statutorily required to consider any representations
made after 30 June 2002, but will endeavour to take late representations into account. However, the
later the representation is made, the more difficult this will be. The Commission therefore ask that all
representations be made within the one month period. In the event that a local inquiry is held into the
provisional recommendations, all representations will be made public beforehand so that interested
persons may prepare for the local inquiry. Any representation received too late to be issued with the
other representations before the local inquiry cannot be given the same weight as the other
representations because other interested persons will not have had the same opportunity to consider
it.

25. Where representations objecting to the provisional recommendations are made by an
interested local authority (a county or district council) or by a body of 100 or more electors, the
Commission cannot proceed with their final recommendations to the Secretary of State until a local
inquiry has been held. If the Commission decide to alter their recommendations as a result of the
inquiry, the revised recommendations must also be published and representations invited, but a
further local inquiry is not obligatory.

26. Those who make representations are requested to say whether they approve of, or object
to, the Commission’s proposals and to give their reasons for their approval or objection. In
particular, objectors are advised to say what they propose in place of the Commission’s
recommendations and should note that an objection accompanied by a counter-proposal is likely to
carry more weight than a simple statement of objection.

27. The Commission wish to stress that their provisional recommendations relate solely to
parliamentary constituencies and do not affect county, district or parish boundaries, taxes or
services. The Commission will therefore not take account of any representation made about those
local issues.

Background Note

28. The Commission are constituted under Schedule 1 to the Parliamentary Constituencies Act
1986. The ex officio Chairman is the Speaker of the House of Commons. The Deputy Chairman,
who presides over Commission meetings, is a High Court Judge appointed by the Lord Chancellor.
The other two Commissioners are appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport, Local
Government and the Regions. The two Assessors to the Commission are the Registrar General of
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England and Wales and the Director General of Ordnance Survey. Assistant Commissioners are
lawyers appointed by the Secretary of State to conduct local inquiries.

29. The Commission are required by the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 as amended by
the Boundary Commissions Act 1992 to conduct a general review of all the constituencies in
England every eight to twelve years. The Commission completed their previous general review on
12 April 1995 and must therefore complete the current review after 11 April 2003 and before 12
April 2007.

30. The general review started formally with the publication of a notice in the London Gazette on
17 February 2000. The Commission’s recommendations throughout the review must by law be
based on the numbers of electors on the electoral registers on that date.

Rules

31. In recommending new constituencies, the Commission are required to give effect to the
Rules for Redistribution of Seats which are contained in Schedule 2 to the 1986 Act.

32. Rule 1 places a limit on the total number of constituencies. Rule 2 requires single member
constituencies. Rule 3 relates to the City of London. Rule 4 states that county and London borough
boundaries are to be followed so far as is practicable. Rule 5 states that the electorates of
constituencies are to be as nearly equal as practicable. Rule 6 allows the Commission to depart from
rules 4 and 5 if special geographical considerations make a departure desirable. Rule 7 allows the
Commission to depart from other rules; and requires them to take account of inconveniences caused
or local ties broken by changes to constituencies. Rule 8 defines the electoral quota as the total
number of parliamentary electors in England (36,995,157) divided by the existing number of seats
(529), and requires the Commission to use the electorates as at the start of a review.

Procedures

33. In conducting a general review of constituencies, the Commission are required by the
legislation to follow certain procedures, principally to provide for public consultation.

34. The Secretary of State must be given notice of a review and that notice must be published in
the London Gazette. Provisional recommendations must be published in newspapers in the affected
constituencies and, unless the proposals are for no changes to be made, they must also be deposited
for public inspection in at least one place in each affected constituency.

35. Representations may be made within one month of publication of the provisional
recommendations and the Commission must take any representations into consideration. Where
objections are received from a county or district council or a body of 100 or more electors, a local
inquiry must be held.

36. If the Commission revise their recommendations as a result of an inquiry, the revised
recommendations must also be published and further representations invited and considered. A
second local inquiry cannot be forced by these further representations, but there is discretionary
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power to hold a second inquiry. Any further modifications, as a result of further representations or a
second inquiry, must also be published and representations invited. When the Commission have
decided their final recommendations for the whole country, they must submit a report to the
Secretary of State.

Implementation of the recommendations

37. The Secretary of State has a statutory duty to lay the Commission’s report before
Parliament together with a draft Order in Council giving effect to the Commission’s
recommendations with or without modifications. If modifications are proposed, the Secretary of
State must also lay a statement of reasons for the modifications.

38. The draft Order in Council is submitted to both Houses of Parliament for approval and, after
it is made by Her Majesty in Council, it cannot be called into question in any legal proceedings. The
new constituencies take effect at the next following general election.
39. The above information is intended to be a general guide only. For a definitive statement of
the law, please refer to the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 – as amended by the Boundary
Commissions Act 1992, the Local Government (Wales) Act 1994, the Government of Wales Act
1998, and the Scotland Act 1998 – together with the Court of Appeal ruling in R v Boundary
Commission for England Ex parte Foot [1983] QB 600.

Crown Copyright

40. The outline map which forms part of this document and the maps deposited at the addresses
listed above are based on Ordnance Survey data and are subject to ©crown copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction will infringe crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil
proceedings.

41. Any person wishing to reproduce the outline map or the maps placed on deposit should first
contact the Copyright Office at Ordnance Survey, Romsey Road, Southampton, SO16 4GU
(telephone 023 8079 2929).

Enquiries

42. Should you require further information about these provisional recommendations or about
other aspects of the Commission’s work please write to:

Boundary Commission for England
PO Box 31060
London
SW1V 2FF

or telephone:

North Yorkshire and York enquiries 020 7533 5173 or 020 7533 5142
General enquiries 020 7533 5177
Fax 020 7533 5176
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Email address for North Yorkshire and York enquiries: gerald.tessier@ons.gov.uk
Email address for general enquires: bcomm.england@ons.gov.uk

43. The Internet version of this news release is now available on:-

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pbc/

NORTH YORKSHIRE AND YORK 2000 WARD ELECTORATES  TO BE USED
THROUGHOUT THE REVIEW

A. City of York 142,773 C. Hambleton District 66,350

1. Acomb 6,010   1. Bedale 3,275
2. Bishopthorpe 3,156   2. Brompton 1,628
3. Clifton 9,341   3. Broughton and Greenhow 1,403
4. Derwent 2,964   4. Cowtons 1,513
5. Dringhouses and Woodthorpe 8,776   5. Crakehall 1,413
6. Fishergate 6,213   6. Easingwold 3,377
7. Fulford 2,188   7. Great Ayton 4,051
8. Guildhall 5,899   8. Helperby 1,412
9. Haxby and Wigginton 10,423   9. Huby with Sutton 1,517

10. Heslington 3,131 10. Leeming 1,632
11. Heworth 9,014 11. Leeming Bar 1,425
12. Heworth Without 3,189 12. Morton on Swale 1,384
13. Holgate 8,928 13. Northallerton Broomfield 3,240
14. Hull Road 6,497 14. Northallerton Central 3,240
15. Huntington and New Earswick 9,595 15. Northallerton North 2,987
16. Micklegate 8,970 16. Osmotherley 1,479
17. Osbaldwick 2,583 17. Romanby 3,043
18. Rural West York 8,166 18. Rudby 2,969
19. Skelton, Rawcliffe and Clifton 19. Shipton 1,698

      Without 8,909 20. Sowerby 2,951
20. Strensall 5,535 21. Stillington 1,520
21. Westfield 10,288 22. Stokesley 4,377
22. Wheldrake 2,998 23. Swainby 1,505

24. Tanfield 1,362
B. Craven District 41,995 25. Thirsk 4,369

26. Thorntons 1,517
  1. Aire Valley with Lothersdale 2,622 27. Tollerton 1,333
  2. Barden Fell 1,308 28. Topcliffe 1,573
  3. Bentham 2,760 29. White Horse 1,591



Boundary Commission for England
10

  4. Cowling 1,614 30. Whitestonecliffe 1,566
  5. Embsay-with-Eastby 1,485
  6. Gargrave and Malhamdale 2,479
  7. Glusburn 3,145
  8. Grassington 1,337
  9. Hellifield and Long Preston 1,363
10. Ingleton and Clapham 2,913
11. Penyghent 1,423
12. Settle and Ribblebanks 2,755
13. Skipton East 2,876
14. Skipton North 2,728
15. Skipton South 2,806
16. Skipton West 2,798
17. Sutton-in-Craven 2,613
18. Upper Wharfedale 1,541
19. West Craven 1,429

D. Harrogate Borough 113,594 E. Richmondshire District 32,508

  1. Bilton 4,143 1. Addleborough 1,087
  2. Bishop Monkton 2,176 2. Barton 1,022
  3. Boroughbridge 2,220 3. Bolton Castle 1,037
  4. Claro 2,346 4. Brompton-on-Swale and Scorton 2,018
  5. Granby 4,292 5. Catterick 1,784
  6. Harlow Moor 4,211 6. Colburn 2,364
  7. High Harrogate 4,229 7. Croft 996
  8. Hookstone 4,430 8. Gilling West 953
  9. Killinghall 2,155 9. Hawes and High Abbotside 1,070
10. Kirkby Malzeard 2,145 10. Hipswell 1,517
11. Knaresborough East 3,919 11. Hornby Castle 784
12. Knaresborough King James 3,984 12. Leyburn 1,852
13. Knaresborough Scriven Park 3,877 13. Lower Wensleydale 1,008
14. Low Harrogate 3,990 14. Melsonby 1,025
15. Lower Nidderdale 2,297 15. Middleham 1,073
16. Marston Moor 2,202 16. Middleton Tyas 1,016
17. Mashamshire 1,849 17. Newsham with Eppleby 951
18. Newby 2,321 18. Penhill 1,000
19. New Park 4,121 19. Reeth and Arkengarthdale 1,045
20. Nidd Valley 1,975 20. Richmond Central 2,129
21. Ouseburn 2,152 21. Richmond East 2,123
22. Pannal 4,438 22. Richmond West 2,044
23. Pateley Bridge 1,982 23. Scotton 1,638
24. Ribston 2,312 24. Swaledale 972
25. Ripon Minster 3,888
26. Ripon Moorside 3,940 F. Ryedale District 39,795
27. Ripon Spa 3,599
28. Rosett 4,505 1. Amotherby 1,318
29. Saltergate 4,202 2. Ampleforth 1,293
30. Spofforth with Lower Wharfedale 2,429 3. Cropton 1,176
31. Starbeck 4,291 4. Dales 1,155
32. Stray 4,374 5. Derwent 2,607
33. Washburn 2,363 6. Helmsley 2,520
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34. Wathvale 2,002 7. Hovingham 1,354
35. Woodfield 4,235 8. Kirkbymoorside 2,647

9. Malton 4,053
10. Norton East 2,709
11. Norton West 2,653
12. Pickering East 2,718
13. Pickering West 2,776
14. Rillington 1,371
15. Ryedale South West 1,307
16. Sherburn 1,427
17. Sheriff Hutton 1,362
18. Sinnington 1,353
19. Thornton Dale 2,764
20. Wolds 1,232

G. Scarborough Borough 85,887 H. Selby District 58,614

1. Castle 3,336 1. Appleton Roebuck 1,418
2. Cayton 3,547 2. Barlby 2,943
3. Central 3,406 3. Brayton 4,249
4. Danby 1,738 4. Camblesforth 3,014
5. Derwent Valley 3,715 5. Cawood with Wistow 2,946
6. Eastfield 4,071 6. Eggborough 2,624
7. Esk Valley 3,647 7. Fairburn with Brotherton 2,734
8. Falsgrave Park 3,456 8. Hambleton 4,149
9. Filey 5,330 9. Hemingbrough 2,756

10. Fylingdales 1,882 10. Monk Fryston and South Milford 2,675
11. Hertford 3,985 11. North Duffield 1,296
12. Lindhead 1,699 12. Riccall with Escrick 3,159
13. Mayfield 3,667 13. Saxton and Ulleskelf 1,460
14. Mulgrave 3,169 14. Selby North 4,315
15. Newby 5,257 15. Selby South 2,433
16. North Bay 3,317 16. Selby West 3,080
17. Northstead 3,274 17. Sherburn in Elmet 4,577
18. Ramshill 3,338 18. Tadcaster East 3,027
19. Scalby, Hackness and Staintondale 3,409 19. Tadcaster West 2,786
20. Seamer 3,290 20. Whitley 2,973
21. Stepney 3,600
22. Streonshalh 3,614
23. Weaponness 3,263
24. Whitby West Cliff 3,578
25. Woodlands 3,299
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