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This volume, on geographic variations in health, builds on the

tradition started in the nineteenth century of undertaking in-

depth analyses of mortality by area in decennial supplements to

the annual statistical publications.

The volume considerably extends the coverage and range of

analyses available in previous supplements. For the first time, it

takes a broader view of health outcomes than are reflected by

mortality alone, by including reviews of variations in congenital

anomalies, cancer incidence, infant mortality, births,

conceptions and abortions. It makes far more extensive use of

maps to illustrate statistically significant variations.

As in previous supplements, there is a strong emphasis on

identifying the factors associated with geographic variation in

the outcomes studied and to interpret these in terms of

demographic patterns and material inequality. To these ends,

there are separate chapters summarising demographic and

socio-economic influences and all analyses draw on the recently

revised ONS classification of local authorities.

Last, but by no means least, wherever possible the analyses of

local variation are, for the first time, presented on a comparable

basis for all parts of the United Kingdom. This comprehensive

view has made it possible to place the geographic patterns

observed in a wider context than was previously possible. The

support of the Scottish, Welsh and Northern Irish

administrations was essential in achieving this.

Len Cook

National Statistician 

Foreword



Acknowledgements

It would not have been possible to produce a book covering

such a wide range of topics without the committed support of

many people both within and outside ONS, for which we are

very grateful. The overall plan and outline for this volume were

originally prepared with Karen Dunnell and Gillian Dollamore.

The main contributors to each chapter are of course listed as

authors. Many others assisted in preparing data for analysis,

including Angela Donkin, David Edwards, Mike Kelleher, Aysha

Malik, Ian Thurman, Claire Dighton, Moira Mickleburgh and

Kevin Davy.

Others in ONS and in the Department of Health have given

professional advice on the many drafts of individual chapters

including Patsy Bailey, Allan Baker, Bev Botting, Nirupa

Dattani, Chris Denham, Tim Devis, Frances Drever, Peter

Goldblatt, John Haskey, Lesz Lancucki, Hugh Markowe, David

Pearce, Vera Ruddock and Judith Walton.

The contributions of the following staff in Wales, Scotland and

Northern Ireland were essential in making this a comprehensive

United Kingdom analysis:

Graham Jackson and Ian Brown at the General Register

Office for Scotland;

Roger Black, Ross Elder, Scott Heald, Mark Hollinsworth,

Mary Smalls and Brian Whiteman at the Information and

Statistics Division of the National Health Service in Scotland;

Clive Lewis and Cath Roberts at the National Assembly for

Wales;

John Steward at the Welsh Cancer Intelligence and

Surveillance Unit;

Mairé Rodgers at the Northern Ireland Statistics and

Research Agency;

John Gordon at the General Register Office for Northern

Ireland and 

Anna Gavin at the Northern Ireland Cancer Registry.

We are also grateful to the regional cancer registries for England

for their contribution and close co-operation with the national

registry at ONS.

The preparation of the maps for publication was carried out by

Alistair Dent, Alan Smith, Pam Owen and Nick Richardson

from ONS Geography. Special mention should also go to the

proof readers Stan McEvoy, Mike Kelleher, Nigel Physick, Claire

Dighton, Glenn Meredith, Moira Mickleburgh and Anita Brock.

The advice of the independent referees listed in Appendix C

was crucial in assuring the quality of the final product.

Geographic Variations in Health Acknowledgements


