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Apart from 1941, a census has been taken in Britain every ten
years since 1801. By comparing one set of census results with
another significant long-term changes in our national life can
be monitored. To do this effectively the census itself must
constantly adapt. Each decade, questions on topics of new
significance are added; others no longer essential are omitted.
In this way the burden of form filling is kept to a minimum
and the task of processing and publishing results reduced to

the essentials.

This leaflet illustrates the development of census questions
over the last 200 years. The style and wording of questions
has changed considerably over the years, and the leaflet uses

the most recent titles.
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Census topics 1801- 2001

UK =GB + Northern Ireland™  GB = Great Britain = England, Wales and Scotland

E=England  W=Wales S=Scoland  NI= Norther lreland

Subject 1801

1811

1821

Names -
Sex 6B

\ge B
Date of birth day morih and year =
Marital stat -
Poiton in household relalonship o thers nhousonod -
‘Whereabouts on census night -
Usual address -

Migration
‘address one year ago -
‘address five years ago -

Ethnic group -
Religion” -

Education

‘whether scholar or student -
250t whien i educatn cessed -
school level qualiication: -
Seenttc an tochnical aalficaons -
hnghev sualfoatcns -
nal qualfications -

Ivanswl o place of study -

Employment
Actlvity: whether in work, unemployed, retired, efc -
Students of working age -
Warking fullime oc parttime -

Weeky -
Employment nmun whether employee, self-employed etc -
P

Neme and nare of usiness of ‘employer (industry) -
ssiness

cupation
Family occupatio -
Occupation ono yoar ago -
Workplace -
Transport to wor -
Time Since ost worked -

Marriage and fertlity
year and month of birth of children born alive in marriage -
number of chidren bor alive in marriage. -
whether live born child in last 12 months -
yesr and monihof el marage and of end, f nded -
year and month of present marriage
duration of marriage :

Social conditions
dependency. number and ages of children under 16 -
orphanhood: father, mother or both parents dead -
nfirmity: deaf, dumb, blind et .
eligibilty to medical benefit N
limiting fong term iiness B
general health B

provision of care B

Language spoken
Welsh B

Absent persons whole or part returns -

Housshoida
imber of rooms'® -
Rumber of foome wihone or mors windovs -
sharing accommodatior -
fenure of accommodati -
mishedintumeed -
lowest floor level -
‘accommodation on more than one floor -
landiord -

Amenities whether exclusive use, shared uss, o lacking
ooking stove

contral heating -
Cars or vans -
Principal returs made by snumerators

Number of houses GB
Families per house GB

Vacant houses or household spaces } o8
House or housenold spaces othenwise unoccupied

Shared access to accommodation

Non-permanent stuctures

GB
GB

[

eB
68

]
B

[
GB

- GB €] ] <) c8 GB

- GB cB ] cB €] GB

GB <) [ cB c8 GB GB

GB G G8 GB GB GB GB
GB GB G8 GB GB GB GB

1 1841: only for persons bom in Scotland or Ireland; 1851-91 whether Briish

et or not,
also whether full-ime or part-ime.
‘asked of part-time workers only.

‘asked of farmers and tradesmen onl
only distinguishing (a) agricuture, (o) trade, manufacture, or handicrat, (c) others.

18113
19011911

1: only distinguishing (a) agriculture, (b) trade, manufacture, or nandicraf, (c) others
rade or




Census topics 1801- 2001

UK =GB + Northern Ireland  GB = Great Britain = England, Wales and Scotiand ~ E=England W =Wales  S=Scolland NI = Northern Ireland
1901 1931 1951 1961 1971 1981 1991 200" Subject
[ o8 GB cB B GB cB UK Names
=) G GB GB =3 8 =3 UK Sex
=3 = GB GB - - - - Age
- - - - - - cB G B K Date of birth day, month and year
GB B B o8 <3 ) GB = GB UK Marital status
GB GB GB GB G G8 GB GB GB UK Position in household relationship to ofthers in household
- - - - - G8 GB =3 GB - ereabouts on census night
- - - GB 8 GB = GB =1 UK Usual address
Migration
- - - - - GB 8 GB o8 Uk address one year ago
- - - - - - GB - - - adoress five years ago
GB GB B G B cB GB o8 eB Uk Country of birth/birtnplace
- - - - - - GB - - - Year of entry to UK
- - - - - - GB - - - Parents’ countries of birth
8 cB = 3 GB c8 - - - - Nationality’
- - - - - - - - o8 UK Ethnic group
- - - - - - - - - UK Religlon'®
Education
s =3 Bt - B - - - - 13 whether scholar or student
- - - - [ 8 - - - - age at which full-time education ceased
. . - - - - cB - - UK school level quallfcations
, - - - = ) . - } o8 - scientific and technical qualfications
N - - - - o8 Uk igher qualifcations
. - - - - - - - =3 professional qualiications
B - - - - - - - - s ransport to piace of study
Employment
GB GB GB GB GB GB GB } } } } Activity: whether in work, unemployed, retired, etc.
- - - GB o8B 8 G ce 68 UK Students of working age
B B - - cB - - - - Working full-time or part-time
- - - - - 8 =3 - B UK Weekly hours worked
) B 8 B B c8 cB } o } o ) K mployment status whether smployee, self-employed etc
- - - - cB GB GB N Apprentice or traince
- GB GB GB GB = GB =) cB UK Name and nature of business of employer (indusiry)
- - - =) - - - - GB UK ddress of businoss
B 8 B =3 B eB cB B cB [ Occupation
- - - - - . - - - . Family occupation®
- - - - - - cB - - - Occupation one year ago
e =4 EwW - o8 cB B GB cB Uk Workplace
- . - - - - B GB 8 UK Transport to work
5 . - - - B - - - UK Time since last worked
Marriage and fertiity
. - - - - - 8 - - - year and monih of bith of chikdren bmn alive in marriage
- e - - @B B - - - - Aumber of chidren bor alive in marria
- - - - GB 8 . - - - Wnethr Iva born i il 13 e
. - - - G 8 =3 - - - year and month of first marriage and of end, if ended
- - - - cB 8 - - - - year and month of present marriage
- c8 - - - - - - - - duration of marriage
Social conditions
. . 8 - - - - - - - dependency: number and ages of children under 16
. . cB . - - - - - - orphanhood: father, mother or both parents des
) c8 - - - - . - - - infirmity: deaf, dumb, biind et
- - s s - - - - - - eligioiy to medical benefit
B . . . - - . - GB Uk ong tem illness
B . R - - - - - - UK general health
B . - - B B - - - Uk provision of care
Language spoken
w w w w w w w w w w Welsh
s s s s s s s s s s Gaslic
. - - . - - - - N rish
- - - - o8 B B GB - Absent persons whole or part returns
Houssholds
EW EwW Ew Ew B o8 B B cB UK number of rooms’
s s s s - - - - - number of rooms with one or more windows
- - - - - B GB c8 UK sharing accommodatior
- - - - - GB B GB GB UK tenwre of accommodation
B - - - - - - - - s fumishediunfurnished
B - - - - - - . - UK fowest floor level
B - - - - . - - - [ accommodation on more than one floor
B . - - - - - . - UK landlord
Amenities whether exclusive use, shared use, or lacking
. . . - B o B - - cooking stove.
: - L3 S D e
. - - - GB cB - - - - pived water supply
. - . - - cB cB - - - hot water supply
- - - B cB GB G8 cB K fixed bath or shower
- - - } s o8 } GB G8 GB UK inside WC
B - - GB GB GB - outside WC
B N - . - - =3 UK central heating
. . - - - - B GB GB Uk Cars or vans
Principal returns made by enumerators
cB cB B cB cB G8 - - - - Number of hous
- cB cB GB GB =3 - - - - Families per house
ce cB c8 cB B B GB c8 cB UK Vacant houses o househod space
ce GB B - - - a8 GB =3 UK 0w o1 househod spaces olerwiss Unoccupied
- - - - - - GB GB =3 UK Shnmﬂ access to accommodation
- - - - - B 6B G GB UK ion-permanent stuctures
¢ also number living and number dead. " 2001 r e 2001 cansus ot

© date first marriage ended
" 1891-101: only required if under 5 rooms;

ot asked,

1921-1961: retumned by the enumerator.

ot for previous censuses. 2001 will be the first census on a UK basis.
 religion a separate enquiry in 1851. In 2001, the question it voluntary.



